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Decline of coho salmon





Green Valley Creek



o Extinction of coho salmon in the Russian River basin 

imminent without immediate intervention

o In 2001, state and federal agencies collaborated with 

local organizations to create captive broodstock 

program

o Program Goal: Re-establish self-sustaining runs of 
native coho salmon in historic coho streams

Russian River Coho Salmon 

Captive Broodstock Program
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*Note: first four years of estimates based on spawner surveys, last four years based on PIT tag detections



Green Valley Creek juvenile presence

Summer 2015: 

estimated 2,294 wild coho

(23% of basinwide total)





Green Valley: critical refuge for coho

o Last viable coho run in 

Russian River basin

o Primary source of 

Broodstock Program fish

o High adult returns and 

juvenile presence

o Excellent oversummer 

survival in average flow 

years

o Good overwinter survival

o Large smolts emigrating 

to ocean



Low summer 

streamflow: 

bottleneck to survival









Connectivity is 

key

very small 

amount of water 

can keep pools 

connected
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http://ca-sgep.ucsd.edu/RussianRiverCoho
**or search ‘Russian River coho’ on Google and click the first link**


